BUCKINGHAM
Infanta herself, the result of which was a message from the Condessa that 'the King, the Infanta, and the Conde axe the best contented that can be; and that he should not now doubt his soon going away and to carry the Infanta with him.'1
Already on August 4th Rutland had received his orders from Secretary Gonway to set sail, with extravagant prayers that his return journey might be blessed with ca wind like a lover's embracements, neither too strong nor too slack, and a sea as smooth as a lady's face so embraced.'* So when, on August xoth, the letter from Buckingham reached James, promising their return, and possibly with the Infanta, he was beside himself with joy and wrote imperatively that they were to return at once, with or without that lady, Tor you must prefer the obedience ye bear to a father to the love ye carry to a mistress.'*
But the tortuous history of this tangled diplomacy was again ploughing its course through the mire of further checks and counter-checks. Buckingham's fear that a devil lurked in the company was assuredly being realized, for now it appeared that the Spanish King utterly refused to give up his sister before the spring, but declared that, if Charles pleased, he might marry her now and remain in Spain, retaining home to England the following year. No doubt, by that time, he was hoping the Infanta might become a mother, and he would have a double security, in another heir to the English throne, for the enforcement of his demands*
Even now Charles, weak and obstinate, could not coxne to any definite decision. As may be imagined, Buckingham was thoroughly enraged and even spoke of starting out to meet Rutland's fleet and returning home alone. In the end,
1 HABDWICKE, State Papers, i, p. 433.
2 Col. S. P. Dam. (James I), 1623-25, p. 28. * HABDracKB, State Papers, r, p. 447.
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